Hearing officers cite documenlation of lineal ancestry
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Sharcn Cole and her family fer-
vently hope that the long journey
that started ~oars ngo is Anally
over,

After yvears of the ups and
downs of being kicked out of the
Saginaw Chippewa indian Tribe,
then being reinstated after ap-
pealing, then having the case re-

opened and being ousted again,
Cole and her relatives, the Mays
family, are back in the Tribal com-
munity.

Late last week, Cole and her rel-
atives heard from their attorney,
Paula M. Fighor, that the Triba!
8 s of Adminisirative o
ings overturned the ‘I'ribe’s dis-
eivollment of 18 members of the
Mays family.

A few days later, 1t was still sup-
real for Cole, who acts as the fam-

ily’s spokeswoinan,

Cole, a resident of Mt. Pleasant,
is glad it’s over and it turned out
the way it did.

“1 fee! that justice has heen
served,” she said.

She’s hoping this will give her
family closure so she can contrib-
ule to the Trihal commmnity in-
stead of Nohiing for hoer iy
membership,

Hearing officers grauted sum-
mary judgement foy the Mays
family, citing the Tribe failing lo
“eubmit clear and convincing evi-

dence that the (family’s) membes-
ship was procured as the result of
a4 mistake.

They also said the Tribe failed
1o prove that the family would not
he eligible for membership under
current standards and failed to es-
tablish the family was not eligi-
Ble for membership under the le-
anl standards ineffect en the date
their membenship was certified.

In the opinion issued by the
OAH, hearing officers hoted that
the fnily beeame members dur-
ing open enrollment and are of
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lineal descent, although the Tribe
argued that the family did not lin-
eally descend from a person whose
name appears on the rolls in the
Tribe's Constitution.

Officers also said in the judge-
ment that the family have a lin-
eal trace to the 1891 Constitution
Base Roll, which established cred-
ible evidence,

An argument by the Tribe
that the descendant, Nancy
Brokenstick (aka Wancy Silas,
Nancy lk, Wahsechewonque,
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Wawsechewawnoquay, Was-
chawnoqua and Wahsege-
wahoquay and believed to
be #46 on the 1891 base roll),
was mistaken for someone
with a similar Ojibwe name,
Clarissa Root (Wawsay-
gezhegoquay) but hearing
officers noted that the fam-
ily submitted evidence that
Nancy Brokenstick is more
likely to be Waw-sail-aw-no-
quay listed in the 1981 base

R

roll based on age, marital
status and similarities in
their Qjibwe names, accord-
ing to the opinion.

The Tribe, however, “has
suggested a number of dif-
ferent people as possibly the
person identified as Way-
say-aw-no-quay” on the base
roll, according to the opin-
ion.

“During the course of
this matter it has been de-
termined that all but one of
those suggested individuals
could not be the individual
identified as #46 on the 1891
base roll,” according to the

rg

opinion. “The remaining
individual that the Tribe
claims may be the same per-
son as Waw-say-aw-no-quay
is Clarissa Root Nottawa,”

The differences between
Clarissa Root Nottawa and
Waw-say-aw-no-quay in-
clude age, her husband’s
death in 1880 and the lin-
guistic differences in the
Ojibwe names, according
to the opinion

Saying she is over-
whelmed and happy, Cole is
glad to be back in the Tribal
family.
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Other families are in the

process of fighting disen-
rollment, and Cole has ad-
vice for them: Get profes-
sional help.

She praised Fisher for
winning the case for the
Mays family and said hiring
genealogy and handwriting
experts is a must.

Because the Tribe has
evolved, what might have
been easy decades ago isn't
anymore, Cole said.

Modern day help is
needed to weave through
the court and administra-
tive hearing systems, Cole
said.




